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The Graduate Program in Art Education  
Summer Session  

 2009 
 

A-E 680 The History of Art Education 
A Distance Learning Course 

 
 
 

Dr. George Szekely 
Professor 

 
1-Virtual office hours: Thanks to the miracle of the Internet and 
the short duration of this course your professor will be 
available for consultation every weekday from 1:00 - 3:00pm. 
Please email me with any questions or comments at: 
gszek01@uky.edu  EMAIL link is available on your BB student menu.  
 
2-Students can use their home computer with internet connection, 
either Mac or PC to access BB. Links to download the required 
applications needed for the course include Adobe Acrobat and Real 
Player. You will also need to be able to access PowerPoint. 
 
3-To assist you the Distance Learning Programs phone is: 257-3377 
 
4-Technology assistance is from the UK Customer Service Center at 
257-1300 or helpdesk@uky.edu 
 
5-Your Professor can be reached by email @ gszek01@uky.edu.  In 
case of emergency please use his studio-office number: 859 278 
4824 
 
6-Student communications will be responded to in a timely manner. 
You can expect the professor to respond to your questions daily. 
If you do not get a response within 24 hours on a weekday, please 
call the professor directly.   
 
7-Library Services: Course reserve for A-E 680 has been arranged 
thru the Lucille Little Fine Arts Library. You will find all 
links to readings on your BB. 

 
Learning Outcomes  
Students will be able to research and identify key concepts in the history 
of teaching the visual arts in American public schools. 
Students will be able to discuss the intellectual and social issues involved 
in the history of teaching the visual arts.   
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Students will be able to synthesize major issues and influences that 
shaped the history of American museum education. 
 
A-E 680 is a survey of general educational practices from classical times to 
the present. The class will examine the teaching of art in European schools 
and its influence on American art education. The course will analyze the 
birth of American art education and significant events from the 19th to the 
21st century. The following topics will be incorporated into weekly readings 
and discussions on Blackboard:  
 
1. The Western Origins of American Art Education 
2. The Visual Arts and the Industrial Revolution 
3. The Common School Movement and the Beginning of School Art 
4. Romantic Idealism in Art Education 
5. Art Teaching Prior to World War I 
6. American Art Teaching During the Interwar Era 
7. The Writings of Fredrich Froebel, Frank Cizek, and Victor Lowenfeld 
8. John Dewey’s Philosophy of Art Education  
9. Bauhaus Pedagogy: Theory, Practice, and Impact on School Art  
10. Art Teaching from World War II to the Present 
11. The History of Art Museums and the Development of Museum 
Education 
12. The History of the National Art Education Association (NAEA) 
 
Course Requirements  
 
Blackboard discussion:  
The topics listed above will be explored through the literature and form the 
basis for on-line discussions. Students will contribute to the discussion by 
weekly postings on Blackboard. 
 
Reading, research, and on-line participation in Blackboard discussion, will 
be 25% of the final grade.  
 
On-line writing assignments: 
Writing assignments range from research papers to creative writing.  
Research assignments will include the study of significant ideas and 
movements in the history of art education. Creative writing samples will 
include imaginary descriptions of participating in art classes offered by 



 3

distinguished art educators from the past. A guideline and list of research 
and creative assignments will be posted on-line.     
 
A collection of student papers from the course will be published as an on-
line anthology. 
 
Writing assignments will be 50% of the final grade. 
 
Historic on-line picture collection: 
Each student will curate an on-line collection. The collection of objects and 
illustrations will include such items as old school art texts, art workbooks, 
manuals, coloring books, art supplies, and illustrations of art rooms from the 
past. A complete file of the on-line picture collections will be stored on discs 
and posted on a blog, so that they will be available for art teacher’s 
classroom use.     
 
Historic on-line picture collection will be 25% of the final grade. 
 
 
 
 
Reading List  
 
Aschwin, C. (1981). Drawing and education in German-speaking Europe: 
1800-1900. Ann Arbor: UMI Research Press. 
 
Brosterman, N. (1997).  Inventing Kindergarten. New York: Harry N. 
Abrams, Inc., Publishers 
Connell. W.F. (1980). A history of education in the twentieth-century world. 
New York: Teachers College Press. 
 
Dewey, J. (1973). Democracy and education.  NewYork: Mcmillan. 
(Original work published in 1916) 
 
Efland, A. (1990).  A History of art education: Intellectual and social 
currents in teaching the visual arts. New York: Teachers College Press. 
 
Macdonald, S. (1980). History and philosophy of art education. New York: 
Elsevier Press. 
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Michael, J. (1988). The Lowenfeld Lectures. Pennsylvania: The 
Pennsylvania University Press. 
 
Keel, J. (1965). Art education: 1940-64.  In W.R. Hastie (Ed.) Art education: 
The sixty-fourth yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Saucy, D. and Stankiewicz, M. (1991).  Framing the past: Essays on art 
education. Reston: The National Art Education Association. 
 
Wilson, B. & Hoffa, H. (1985). The history of art education: proceedings 
from the Penn State Conference. Reston: The National Art Education 
Association.  
 
 
Additional Reading 
Students will conduct research from the American, Canadian, British, and 
Australian journals of art education and The History of Education Quarterly.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 








